Epidemiologic study of Chlamydia trachomatis infection in pregnant women.
The presence of Chlamydia trachomatis in the cervical canal was investigated in 10,980 married pregnant women and 1,792 unmarried pregnant women who underwent artificial abortions in Hokkaido. Cervical canal smears were screened for C. trachomatis in pregnant patients. In the married women, the detection rate of C. trachomatis was 5.6% (615 of 10,980 cases). In the unmarried women, the detection rate of C. trachomatis was 15.2% (272 of 1,792 cases). Stratification of the data on the detection of C. trachomatis as a function of the subjects' age showed that, for both the married and the unmarried women, the detection rate increased as the age of the subjects decreased. Analysis of the detection rate of C. trachomatis as a function of the year revealed that it had not changed since 1986. The findings in this study show that there has been an epidemic of asymptomatic C. trachomatis infections in Hokkaido, especially in young women.